
DIARY DATES 

NUMBER 1 – 4 February 2021 

Monday 8 February 2021 Curriculum Information Sessions 

for Foundation to Year 1 (see attached) 

Tuesday 9 February PLPS is promoting Safer Internet Day 

(see attached article) 

Wed 10 February Foundation Testing Day (2 of 5)  

2021 Curriculum Information Sessions 

for Year 3 - Year 6 (see attached) 

Wed17 February Foundation Testing Day (3 of 5) 

District Swimming Carnival (selected 

students only) 

Wed 24 February  Foundation Testing Day (4 of 5) 

Thursday 25 February Years 3 to 6 Patterson Lakes Cross 

Country River Run 

Monday 1 March Year 1 Ricketts Point Excursion 

Wed 3 March Foundation Testing Day (5 of 5) 

Year 2 Waste Incursion 

Friday 5 March Curriculum Day 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to the 2021 school year! 

It has been lovely to see all of the families 

return to school, and welcome all of our 

new students beginning their school career 

at Patterson Lakes Primary School.   

Thank you once again, for entrusting your children into our care!  

It is lovely to welcome back Mrs Ashburn, Mrs Alford, Ms     

Bensted and Ms Davies to PLPS.  Also a very big welcome to 

Mr MacDonald to our school community. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW FAMILIES (Years 1 - 6) 

Abdul Wahab, Anderson, Arlove, Augustincic, Baci, Beet,    

Bennett, Bevis, Bishop, Blundell, Burgdorf, Clark, Cook,       

Cotacte, Degabrielle, Drew, Early, Eddie, Gleeson, Grogan, 

Gunther, Hall, Hale-Palmer, Hardie, Hawkins Hynes, John-

stone, Livingstone, Marsh, McClure, Miklosikova, Nguyen, 

Ogge, Orsini, Percy, Perez Kessler, Percival, Porch, Quadara, 

Rainsforth, Randell, Rinder, Saunders, Schaefer, Schlegel,  

Silva, Singh, Slee, Spowart, Stark, Stephens, Sullivan, Tickner-

Lane and Xuereb.   

We would also like to welcome back Ella H and Kayla H who 

have returned after a year of travelling. 

CARE FOR CHILDREN IN PEAK TRAFFIC 

TIMES 

As I indicated in my letter to you via Compass, 

a vast majority of the school has access re-

strictions due to the construction works. 

All decisions made for our school community are carefully 

considered, with the safety of our students and their families 

paramount in our deliberations.  We have maintained the drop 

off zones for ease of vehicle congestion in the surrounding 

area, with the support of the Kingston Council. 

Our students are well versed in this routine and have enjoyed 

walking independently into the school grounds. This system 

has proved to be ideal for parents who are dropping their     

children to school by car, allowing their children to enter the 

school grounds safely.  Children who walk or ride to school 

independently, may enter and exit via any of the three        

entrances. 

If you would like to park your car nearby and walk or ride to 

school with your child, then walk with them to their classroom, 

you are welcome to do so, but I would suggest discussing a 

meeting point with your child away from the classroom 

doors in the afternoon and closer to the school gates, as the 

areas around the classrooms often become very congested 

and difficult to maintain social distancing etiquette. 
 

It is important to note that if you are on the school grounds for 

a period greater than 15 minutes, that you will need to sign in 

and out at the Administration Office. 

 

PATTERSON LAKES PRIMARY SCHOOL -  PRIVACY    

POLICY  

Each year, I like to keep families in our community informed  

of updated policies from the Department of Education and   

Training.  Below is an excerpt of the Privacy Policy for you to 

view, along with a link to the entire policy, should you wish to 

read further. 

 

The school’s privacy policy can be found on our school     

website under the Admin banner, or by following this link. 

https://www.patterson-lakes-ps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/

media/schools_privacy_policy.pdf  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - FOR PARENTS  

The Schools’ Privacy Policy informs the school community 

that information about students can be shared to fulfil the 

schools’ core functions of educating and supporting our     

students.  The Schools’ Privacy Policy establishes a clarified 

‘need to know’ framework, where school staff share           

information about students with other staff who need to know, 

as part of their role.  This is consistent with Victorian privacy 

law. 
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PATTERSON LAKES PRIMARY SCHOOL -  PRIVACY    

POLICY cont. 
 

Need to know 

All school staff can, and must, share information about a      

student with other staff who ‘need to know’ that information to 

enable the school to: 

 educate the student (including to plan for individual 
needs or address barriers to learning) 

 support the student’s social and emotional wellbeing and 
health  

 fulfil legal obligations, including to: 

 take reasonable steps to reduce the risk of reasonably 
foreseeable harm to the student, other students, staff or 
visitors (duty of care) 

 make reasonable adjustments for a student’s disability 
(anti-discrimination law) 

 provide a safe and secure workplace (occupational 
health and safety law).  

 

Who does the policy apply to? 

The policy applies to all central, regional and school staff      

including principals, teachers, visiting teachers, social workers, 

wellbeing staff, youth workers, nurses, Student Support Service 

Officers (SSSOs) and all other allied health practitioners.  This 

means the ‘need to know’ framework below also applies to all 

school staff, whether employees, service providers (contractors) 

and agents (whether paid or unpaid) of the Department. 
 

 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

It is a DET policy that students who choose to bring mobile 

phones to school must have them switched off and securely 

stored in a provided safe in the classrooms during school hours.   

The school’s mobile phone policy can be found on our school 

website under Policies, or by following this link. 

https://www.patterson-lakes-ps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/

media/mobile_phone_policy.pdf  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

AMBULANCE COVER AND STUDENT INSURANCE 

It is Departmental policy that the cost of any medical attention 

or ambulance for a student, will be borne by the parent/

guardian. Parents are liable for all medical expenses incurred 

as a result of student injury, including transport costs such as 

ambulance or air ambulance costs.  I would encourage all          

families to ensure that they have personal ambulance cover. 

 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS 

Just a reminder to all parents that teachers are officially on yard 

duty before school from 8.45am – 9.00am and after school from 

3.30pm - 3.45pm.  A bell is sounded at 3.45pm to ensure that 

students who have not been collected by parents report to the 

office.  For new parents to our school, the following procedures 

have been implemented in relation to student safety and           

children arriving at school well before 8.30am. 
 

Contact will be made with parents informing them that staff are 

not officially on yard duty until 8.45am.  Parents will be asked if 

they can find other alternatives for morning supervision.    
 

PUNCTUALITY 

The school seeks the cooperation of parents to ensure that 

children arrive at school no later than 8.50am, to enable         

classes to commence on time and without interruption.   

If students arrive after 9am they miss important introductions 

and instructions to learning sessions. This disadvantages the 

student who is late, and also impacts negatively on the other 

students and the teaching time for the whole class as the  

teacher often needs to stop teaching to re-explain instructions 

to the late member of the class.  

Students who are late are required to go to Rachael in First Aid 

and obtain a late pass before proceeding to class.  If students 

are required to leave school early, parents are to sign them out 

with Rachael at the office.   

2021 CURRICULUM INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions put in place Thursday 4th February, our information sessions will be held via WebEx.  

Links will be sent out via Compass on the morning of your child(s) session.  I would like to encourage all families to attend the  

WebEx meeting, with each presentation delivered by the Year level teams.  

Date Year Level Time WebEx Link for the Information 

Session 

Monday 8th February 2021 Foundation 4.30pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Monday morning. 

Monday 8th February 2021 Year 1 5.00pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Monday morning. 

Monday 8th February 2021 Year 2 5.30pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Monday morning. 

Date Year Level Time Room Number for Information 

Session 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Year 3  4.30pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Wednesday morning. 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Year 4  5.00pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Wednesday morning. 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Year 5 5.30pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Wednesday morning. 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Year 6 6.00pm The WebEx link will be sent via 

Compass, Wednesday morning. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 

I would like to thank the outgoing School Council members 

who are now completing their role on School Council.  As a 

school community, we appreciate their very important             

contributions to our school! 

Nominations will be open on February 17th for 4 parents to join 

our School Council.  School Council meets twice per term on a          

Wednesday from 6pm - 7.30pm. 

Please consider joining the Patterson Lakes Primary School 

Council.  We have an exciting time going forward with the      

finalisation of the building project, our new four year strategic 

plan being implemented and hopefully a fete in October.             

Below is a table outlining the process and timeline of the 

School Council nomination and if required, election process. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE BY COMPASS, TELEPHONE OR 

EMAIL 

It is now a requirement that all student absences from school 

be recorded with an explanation.  Parents and carers can enter 

FULL DAY ONLY absences via Compass, leave a message 

on the Absence Line [Press 1] or send an email to the school 

email address patterson.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au                                       

Alternatively a note can also be sent. 
 

WATER BOTTLES IN CLASSROOMS 

Students are encouraged to bring water bottles to use in their 

classrooms during class time.  Research informs us that     

students do not drink enough water during hot weather.        

This can sometimes result in dehydration.  Headaches,       

inappropriate behaviour and sleepiness are all associated    

with dehydration.  Bottles should contain water only. 

 

BIKE SAFETY 

Bikes must be walked in the school grounds after 8.30am and 

before 4.00pm. This ensures the safety of all students and 

adults.  Students who disregard this safety guideline will not be 

permitted to ride their bike for the remainder of the school term. 

The use of other forms of wheeled transport, i.e. skateboards, 

scooters, rollerblades continue to be banned as a mode of 

transport by students to and from school.  School Council     

discourages students below Year 3 from riding their bikes to 

and from school, unless under the supervision of an adult. Did 

you know that there is a $201 fine for not wearing a helmet? 

2021 SCHOOL LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

At last year’s final assembly, the following students were     

announced as our 2021 school leaders. The entire staff wish 

them every success in their new leadership roles.  

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Amy H and Jett B 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

Brodie P, Alice M, Tahlia G, Charlotte C, Audrey D, Sienna S, 

Amber S, Luke J, Sam C, Marley H, Niels P and Keira R.  

 

Gladesville Gladiators House Captains                   

Saxon M and Jessica J 

Thompson Tornadoes House Captains 

Spencer M and Abbey H 

Wells Wildcats House Captains                                

Oli L and Elina T 
 

McLeod Mustangs House Captains 

Tommy C and Poppy L 
 

 

ENVIRONMENT LEADERS  

Guy M, Olivia V, Hailey S, Cadence B 

 

PRESENTATION OF SCHOOL LEADERSHIP BADGES 
 

Our Year 6 student leaders will be presented with their      

leadership badges shortly.  We will update families via the 

school newsletter and Compass.   

 

CLASS CAPTAINS AND WASTE WARRIORS 

The names of Class Captains and Waste Warriors will be 

published in next week’s newsletter. 

 

SMOKING BANS  
 

Just a reminder that as from 13 April 2015 smoking was 

banned within four metres of the entrances to all primary and 

secondary schools in Victoria, and within the school grounds, 

under an amendment to the Tobacco Act 1987. 
 

UNIFORM FOR 2021 
 

In 2018, Patterson Lakes Primary School contracted Primary 

School Wear in Carrum Downs, to supply the uniforms for our 

school.  The uniform is available at PSW 22/13 Gateway 

Drive, Carrum Downs 3201. Please phone 9768 0360 for 

additional information. 

 

SUNSMART 

Patterson Lakes Primary School 

is a SunSmart school and we 

have a ‘no hat -  no play’ policy 

from mid August to the end of 

April.   

Event Date 

Notice of election and call for             
nominations 

Wed, 17th February 2021 

Closing date for nominations Wed, 3rd March 2021 

Date by which the list of  
candidates and nominators will be 
posted 

Friday, 5th March 2021 

Date by which ballot papers will 
be prepared and distributed 

Tuesday, 9th March 2021 

Close of ballot Monday, 15th March 2021 

Vote count Tuesday, 16th March 2021 
 

Declaration of poll 

 
Wednesday, 17th March 2021 
 

Special council meeting to co-opt          
Community members  

Thursday, 18th March 2021 
 

First council meeting to elect  
office bearers  

Wednesday, 24th March 2021 
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MCLEOD ROAD PARKING 

Please note that new parking signage has been placed along 
McLeod Road. The school will be in contact with Kingston 
Council regarding the limitations that this will have for parking 
in this area, particularly in the afternoons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BUILDING WORKS 

Our major building project which was scheduled for completion 
on the 19th February has been delayed due to COVID-19.    
We are hoping that the project will be completed in readiness 
for Term 2. 

Over the holidays the works in the Hall were completed           
following the minor flood early in Term 4 last year. As a result 
we have new carpet and vinyl in the foyer, and have had the 
flooring in the gym area sanded and polished. Some areas 
have also be re-plastered and painted. 

 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) currently 
provides payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports 
and excursions. $125 per year is paid to assist eligible primary 
school students, with $225 per year paid for eligible secondary 
school students. A special consideration eligibility category 
also exists. Payments are made directly to the school and are 
deducted from the fees for camps, sports and excursions. 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or   
temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. If your family 
applied at Patterson Lakes Primary School last year the office 
will apply on your behalf for 2021.  

If you are a new family to our school you will need to complete 
the application form and provide a copy of your card. The    
application form is included in this newsletter. 

The CSEF policy document which provides more detailed    
information for schools is also available from the website: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS  

Congratulations to the following students who won our 

‘Student of the Week’ awards for Week 2 of this Term.     

Students will receive their certificates at the next assembly. 

Keep up the super work everyone! 

 

Foundation A – Zac E for always being ready to listen, learn 
and laugh with our class. 

Foundation B – Oliver C for a fabulous and enthusiastic start 
to Foundation. Well done. 

Foundation C – Millie O for being a kind and caring class 
member.  You are an excellent role model, Millie! 

Foundation D – Frankie S for such a wonderful start to 
school. You are listening beautifully to classroom instructions 
and being kind to your new team members.  Awesome! 

1A – Emmerson F for being a super worker. Great start to 
school, Emmerson! 

1B – Remi T for having a positive attitude towards learning 
and applying herself to all set tasks.  What a great start to the 
year, Remi! 

1C – Sianna C for a terrific start to the school year! You 
should be very proud of yourself. 

1D – Charlotte H for being kind, helpful and welcoming to-
wards the new Foundation students. We are lucky to have 
such a wonderful person like you at our school. 

2A – Mila W for having a wonderful start to the school year. 
Your manners are beautiful! 

2C – Jonathan K for making good choices towards his learn-
ing.  Keep up the great work, Jonathan! 

2D – Marcus R for making a fantastic start to Year 2.  Great 
work, Marcus. 

3A – Harrison L for showing respect and kindness to teach-
ers and peers throughout the week. 

3B – Connor W for making a terrific start to the year and 
showing great organisation and initiative in the classroom. 

3C – Emily Z for a wonderful start to Year 3 by being a friend-
ly, kind and organised classmate. Fantastic job, Emily! 

5A – Owen C for a great start to the year at his new school. 
Welcome Owen! 

5B – Ashton V for taking on feedback and working hard to 
improve. 

5C – Seb B for being a friendly and supportive classmate by 
helping a new student in our class. Great job, Seb. 

6A – Alexandra M for making a smooth and easy transition to 
Patto. Welcome to 6A! 

6B – Jessica J for a smooth and mature beginning to Year 6 
life. 

6C – Jayna A for making a wonderful first impression and 
start to the year. You have displayed the school values of 
respect, integrity and excellence and have shown that you 
are a fantastic role model. Congratulations, Jayna! 

 

TEACHING PLACEMENT 

Jennifer Schaumann who is a pre-service teacher from 
Monash University will be commencing her final year teach-
ing placement with us next week. Jennifer will be working in 
Foundation D with Ms Bound throughout the year. Welcome 
Jennifer! 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating 

their birthday during the next week.  We hope you have a 

lovely day. 

 NAME BIRTHDAY 

Vienn S 4 February 

Ruby K 4 February 

Bronte H 4 February 

Sara P 5 February 

Romeo O 5 February 

James C 5 February 

Levi G 6 February 

Luke J 6 February 

Sienna S 6 February 

Lachlan S 7 February 

Remi T 8 February 

Joshua Q 8 February 

Tyler N 8 February 

Juno B 8 February 

Sahara J 8 February 

Thomas R 10 February 

PLPS THERAPY DOGS 

Therapy Dog Update 
 

Shadow and Sunny are excited to come back to school. 

Shadow (12) is well, and being a good boy with his   

diabetes, and moves a bit slower as he's a bit blind too. 

Shadow might come in for a day or two. 

Sunny is now one and learning Therapy Dog school 

rules with you.  She loves a run on the oval, and she 

has dog squad students helping her. Sunny will be   

going to Therapy Dog school when she is 18 months 

old.   



HEAD LICE 

 

 

 

 

 

A timely reminder to all parents and carers that we have  

numerous students at this school with life threatening      

allergies to certain foods.  Letters have been sent home  

informing parents of students who have children in their  

class suffering with life threatening allergies and what the 

allergens are. 

 

One of the main concerns in our school is allergies to nuts 

and this year we have many students with life threatening 

allergies to various nuts, especially hazelnuts and peanuts. 

 

Given that one of the main ingredients in Nutella is hazelnuts 

and in Peanut Butter is peanuts, we ask parents/carers to be 

very mindful of this when packing your children’s lunch and 

ask you to avoid sending peanut based foods to school.  We 

also ask that you educate your child(ren) with regard to not 

sharing and swapping food with other children at school,            

encouraging safe habits. 

 

This year we also have an increase in allergies to egg.   

Generally foods containing eggs are okay, for example cakes 

and cupcakes.  But if you have a student in your child’s class 

that has allergies to eggs, we ask that you refrain from   

bringing cooked eggs into the classroom. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns with either your child's 

allergies or another students allergies, please feel free to 

come and see me. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Rachael Grady - First Aid Officer 

Head Lice just love warm weather    

Why? - because head lice can reproduce 

more quickly in the warm weather; it  

actually takes less time for the eggs to  

mature and the lice to molt.  This all adds 

up to more head lice!  

 

If you find lice, do not worry or be embarrassed.  Head lice 

are a normal part of childhood - nearly 1 in 10 primary 

school children could have head lice at any one time. 

 

Most of us know what a hassle it is to treat head lice and 

just how frustrating it can be when your child comes home 

scratching their head yet again.  But parents can fight the 

spread of head lice by working together. 

 

Check your family's hair for lice regularly - 

once a week is ideal! 

Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide! 
 

Two out of three Australians will be diagnosed with skin    

cancer by the time they reach 70.  We have one of the     

highest rates of skin cancer in the world with over 750,000             

Australians being treated for skin cancer each year – that’s 

over 2,000 people every day. 

 

You are most at risk of skin cancer during times when the UV 

index is at 3 or above. You can check the daily UV index at 

www.bom.gov.au/vic/uv/.  

 

The Cancer Council recommends these five simple ways to 

protect yourself from the harms of skin cancer: 

 Slip on a shirt or other form of clothing that covers 
your arms  

 Slop on sunscreen that’s SPF 30+ and reapply every 
2 hours 

 Slap on a hat with a broad brim or one that covers 
your face, neck and ears 

 Seek shade away from direct sunlight 

 Slide on sunglasses that are close fitting and have 
UV protection 

 

But what about vitamin D? During summer, most people can 

achieve adequate vitamin D levels by exposing their face, 

arms and hands to direct sunlight for just a few minutes most 

days of the week.  

 

Remember, treating vitamin D deficiency is a lot easier than 

treating skin cancer!  

 

If you’re in doubt, speak to your doctor about getting your 

vitamin D levels tested.  For more information about the     

dangers of skin cancer as well as information about vitamin 

D, go to www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/sun-

protection.  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

FOOD ALLERGIES 

 

 

 

 

Many of the opportunities we provide our students at PLPS 

could not go ahead without the wonderful help from parents.  
 

We often require parent helpers for school sporting events, 

excursions, fundraising events and classroom programs.      

If you wish to help out at PLPS you will be required to       

register your Working with Children Check (WWCC) at the 

School Office. 

Please note there are no fees for a Volunteer WWCC.       

For more information visit:  

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

SUN SMART 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/uv/
http://www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/sun-protection
http://www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/sun-protection






CENTRAL BAYSIDE COMMUNITY  

ORAL HEALTH SERVICE 

 

IS YOUR CHILD DUE FOR A CHECK UP?  

 

 

Central Bayside Community Oral Health Service is currently offering dental 
examinations and treatment to children attending your school. 

 

Formally the School Dental Service located at Parkdale, is now part of the 
Community Oral Health Service. 

 

My child has visited the Oral Health Services (formally School Dental Service) before: 

If your child/children has previously been seen by the Oral Health Services or the school dental 
program you will receive a letter offering you an opportunity to make an appointment when your 
child is due for their next check-up.  In this case, no action is required. 

 

My child has never visited the School Dental Program: 

Please contact Central Bayside Oral Health Service on 8587 0350 for an appointment. 

 
Who is eligible? 

 

 Children and young people: 

 All children aged 0 – 12 years (fees apply for non concession card holders) 

 Young people aged 13 – 17 years who are health care or pensioner concession card 
holders or dependants of concession card holders 

 Children who are eligible for dental benefits under the Child Dental Benefits 
Scheme 

 

Where is the service located? 

 

Central Bayside Community Health Service 

Oral Health Service 

335-337 Nepean Highway 

PARKDALE 

Phone: 8587 0350 

Entrance is off Carrier Avenue 

http://miamicountydental.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Cartoon-Tooth.jpg


COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Southern Waters Ski Show Team  

Free show at the National Water Sport Centre Sun 14th Feb 

starting at 3:30pm.  People are welcome to come down from 

3pm to secure a good spot and food trucks on site as well.  

Australian Youth Choir 

Take your child’s singing from the shower to the stage!  Try out 

now, weekly rehearsals in Frankston during the school term.  

Email or call on office2@niypas.com.au or 9836 2877.   

COMMUNITY NEWS 


