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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

It was wonderful last week to see and hear about some of 

the creative and fun approaches to learning from home 

that our students have been undertaking. Thank you to 

those that contributed some photos of remote learning in 

action. Thank you also to the many families who have 

sent in such positive and supportive emails; recognising 

how hard the staff are working to ensure that the students 

maintain links with their learning, each other and their 

teachers. 

We know it is not easy - like many of you, some of our 

teachers are working through the challenge of working 

from home, whilst supporting their own children.  Thank 

you for recognising how important this approach is in 

keeping us all safe.  I would like to reiterate that the team 

at Patterson Lakes Primary School is here to support you 

all. 

 

ANZAC DAY 
 

We may not have been able to hold our traditional ANZAC 

day assembly or attend the march or dawn service at the 

Shrine this year, but collectively we were able to honour 

those that have served.  Some of you may have listened 

to the dawn service at the Australian War Memorial 

streamed online or created a poppy and attached it to 

your letter box or fence in remembrance.  Some of you 

may have participated in the RSL's 'Light up the Dawn',  

by standing in the darkness of early dawn, looking at the 

flickering lights of my neighbour's candles, across the 

street, and all the way down,  it felt like we were - united - 

‘in the moment', as we remembered the service and     

sacrifice of others.   

 

We would like to share some of these special moments 

with you as we show you a collection of photos from some 

of our Patto families, paying their respects for all who 

served and fought in our wars.  
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What an extraordinary few months it has been, from the excitement that the start of a new school 

year brings, through to the anxiety that started to sweep across our communities as the threat of 

the Corona Virus emerged throughout Term 1.  Then to the reality of social distancing and the    

closure of our schools that is now our normal in Term 2.  In a weird way it seems as though time 

has both stood still and accelerated at the same time since that ‘first day back’ on January 29. 

 

Alas, here we are three months later dealing with the day-to-day challenges of working,            

learning and living at home.  Flexible learning.  Remote Learning.  Virtual Learning.  Whatever you 

want to call it - it’s hard.  Hard for parents, hard for carers, hard for students and our staff. 

 

All of us as a school community, I am sure, have faced some very real moments of nervousness 

and anxiety at how to deal with it all.  And no doubt, some feelings of pride and satisfaction at our 

levels of resilience and adaptability. 

 

In amongst it all, I could not be prouder of the response of Carole, Paul, our teachers and school 

staff for their exceptional leadership, patience and innovation throughout this time.  Supporting, 

guiding and reassuring our families, as we navigate these challenges together.  They have worked 

hard to make sure that the school’s commitment to Excellence is maintained throughout. 

 

To our parents, carers, students and broader school community, I wanted to share my pride in you 

all for your ongoing commitment to doing your very best right now.  As parents and carers we are 

learning lots about our kids, about curriculum, about teachers and about technology.  And learning 

in ways we never thought we’d need to have to worry about.   

 

Our children too are learning new things.  New skills, levels of independence, and ways of learning.  

And probably more than a few things about Mum and Dad they didn’t know (or want to know!) 

 

It has been said many times and it remains true to say “we are all in this together”.  And for us at 

Patto right now, that includes sharing the pride that we deserve in how we have responded as a 

school community, to the challenging and very different COVID-19 learning environment. 

 

So on behalf of myself and the School Council, congratulations.  Take a breath, feel proud and give 

your kids a huge hug and let them feel proud too. 

 

Shannon Cooper 












