
DIARY DATES 

NUMBER 18– 18 July 2019 

Friday 19 July Divisional Yr 6 Sport at PLPS 

Netball and Football 9.30am 

T-Ball and Soccer 12.40pm 

Whole School Assembly 2.50pm 

Wednesday 24 July Yr 1 Melbourne Museum 8.15am 

Friday 26 July Yr 6 Interschool Sport 9am 

Tuesday 30 July Foundation - Yr 4 Spanish Day          

Celebrating Argentina 

Wednesday 31 July Foundation 2020 Transition “A Morning 

In Foundation” 9.30am - 10.30am 

Friday 1 August Yr 6 Interschool Sport 9am 

Whole School Assembly 2.50pm 

Sunday 4 August Working Bee 10.30am - 12pm 

 

 

Monday 5 August Yr 4 Colonial Show Incursion 9am 

Patto’s Got Talent Auditions at 11.40am 

(Wells Wildcats) 

Tuesday 6 August Patto’s Got Talent Auditions at 11.40am 

(Gladesville Gladiators) 

Wed 7 August Foundation 2020 Transition “A Morning 

In Foundation” 9.30am - 10.30am 

Patto’s Got Talent Auditions at 11.40am 

(McLeod Mustangs) 

Thursday 8 August Patto’s got Talent Auditions at 11.40am 

(Thompson Tornadoes)  

Friday 9 August Yr 6 Interschool Sport 9am 

Patto’s Got Talent Auditions at 11.40am 

(Make Up Sessions) 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3! 

Welcome back everyone for Term 3.  This term will be 10 

weeks in duration and will conclude on Friday, 20th September 

at 2:30pm.  

PARENT, STUDENT AND TEACHER MEETINGS 

Thank you to the families who attended the parent, student 

and teacher meetings during the last week of term.  It was 

wonderful to see the support from so many of our families, in 

fact we had approximately 80% of our families attend. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

BABY NEWS 

Congratulations to Sarah and Graham 

Ashburn on the safe arrival of their     

beautiful boy Cooper James.  Both mum 

and baby are doing well and Cooper has 

settled in really well at home with his   

excited siblings.  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

WORKING BEE 

On Sunday, 4th August, we will be having our second of three 

working bees for the year from 10:30am -12:00pm. There will 

be free sausages and soft drinks/water afterwards.  Further 

details will be sent home via Compass and the newsletter. 

 

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY OR LATE! 

Last year Patterson Lakes Primary School averaged 13.4 days 

of absences per student. This was 0.8 days less than the     

previous year. The number of ‘Late Arrivals’ per student       

increased by 0.3 days per student from 3.4 days in 2017 to 3.7 

days in 2018. This was the highest average number of late   

arrivals since 2011.  We have made a good start to the 2019 

school year but there was a significant increase in lateness 

towards the end of Term 2.  We will need to make a big effort to 

ensure that students arrive at school on time to reduce this for 

the second half of the year.  

 

Some of our attendance data for the end of Term 2 is as      

follows: 

 

3948 – This is the total number of ‘days absent’ that students 

have taken during the first half of this year. On average (5.97 

days per student) this is higher than for this time in 2018 (5.19).  

If our students are lucky to stay healthy for the remainder of the 

year and attend school when they are well, then we should be 

able to improve our attendance rate and keep our absences 

below last year’s result. A target of 12.5 days is our goal for 

2019. 

 

1029 – This is the total number of ‘Late Arrivals’ for Terms 1 

and 2. This is an average of 1.56 days per student which is the 

same as this time last year. 54 students have been late for 5 or 

more days which is slightly more than at this time last year. (49 

in 2018). 21 of these students have been late on 10 or more 

occasions (24 in 2018). When students are late to school they 

disrupt the learning of others so we need to ensure that they 

are always on time. Being at school no later than 8:50am is a 

great time to aim for. Our goal for 2019 is to reduce our average 

for the year to 3.0 days per student. We will need to improve 

our punctuality considerably to better this goal. 
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IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY OR LATE cont. 

175 – This is the number of unexplained absences for Terms 1 

and 2. This makes up 4.4% of absences and is 14.3% less than 

for this time last year. These are absences without parent/

guardian notes, emails or calls to the Office as to the reason 

why students were not at school. Please remember that when 

your child is absent from school a note, email or call to the     

Office is needed to explain the absence as this is a Department 

of Education requirement. Let’s continue to improve this for the 

rest of the year and beyond. The school is required by the     

Department of Education to contact parents each day if the 

school hasn’t been notified of student absences.  

19 students have done extremely well to have been at school 

and on time every day for the first half of this year.    

Congratulations to the following students who have made an 

outstanding effort to achieve this: Payton C (0C), Montana F 

(0C), Ethan K (0C), Jack H (1A), Zoe F (1B), Thomas R (1D), 

Rafael M (2A), Frankie M (2B), Paige J (2D), Rory J (3C),    

Cheyenne L (3C), Ryder L (3C), Tayton F (4A), Amy H (4B), 

Keira R (4B), Sam C (4C), Poppy L (4C), Erin S (5A) and      

Matthew W (5B). 

 

The P.L.P.S student ‘Absences’ and ‘Late Arrivals’ ladders for 

our 27 classes for Terms 1 and 2 in 2019 is as follows. (The 

average number of absences and late arrivals per student for 

each class are shown in the right hand columns).  

In Terms 1 and 2 the boys had a better attendance record and 
were better at being on time for school than girls.  
 

Research shows that regular attendance at school does assist 
student learning. 

 

IT IS OK TO BE AWAY – IF YOU ARE ILL  

Congratulations to Foundation C (0C) who are our leaders in 

attending school for the first two terms of 2019. Keep up your 

excellent attendances, Foundation C.  

Congratulations to 1B who are our leaders in being on time to 
commence school for Terms 1 and 2. Keep making sure you 
are ready for school before 9 o’clock, 1B. Well done!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS  
 

Congratulations to the following students who won our ‘Student 

of the Week’ awards for the first week of this term. Students 

will receive their certificates at the whole school assembly   

tomorrow afternoon.  Keep up the super work everyone! 
 

Foundation C – Ethan K for working to be such a super writer 

and focusing so hard to achieve your writing goals.  I was so 

proud of your fairy tale parade recount.  Well done Ethan! 

Foundation D – Christian K for using persistence when     

learning how to write words during writing lessons. 

1B – Ava B for sharing her exciting holiday journal with our 

class. 

1C – Ava J for being a super class room helper! Amazing    

effort, Ava. 

1D – Giuseppe M for an amazing start to Term 3 with a        

fantastic ‘I can do it’ attitude. Keep up the brilliant work, 

Giuseppe! 

2A – Charlie W for being a happy and helpful learner everyday. 

2B – Madeleine H for writing a fantastic travel journal of her 

overseas adventure in the USA and Canada and sharing it with 

the class. 

2C – Will H for using wonderful words in his writing.  Great job, 

Will! 

2D – Taylor H for her entertaining piece of writing about a 

space adventure. 

3B – Kaydn D for a fantastic work ethic across all areas, and 

displaying our school values of integrity, excellence and      

respect. You have done well in our mapping activities, Kaydn. 

A great start to Term 3! 

3C – Mia S for always being positive and working hard.  You 

consistently represent the school values and show kindness to 

others.  Well done, Mia! 

3/4Z – Madelyn R for approaching challenging tasks in Maths 

with enthusiasm. Well done, Maddy! 

4A – Jak M for his excellent efforts when writing a holiday   

recount. Great job, Jak. 

5A – Reagan D for a positive start to Semester 2. Good work, 

Reagan! 

5B – Qin V for consistently producing work of high quality. 

5C – Ciera D for her great winter holiday collage and recount. 

5D – Madeleine C for using her initiative and continuing to be 

an excellent student in every way. Well done! 

6A – Elishka C for organising art classes for juniors during 

lunchtime. 

6B – Diahann S for working so persistently on her scaffolding 

literacy task. Well done, Diahann. 

6C – Jack O for being an outstanding School Captain and 

Kingston Junior Mayor who displays enormous leadership and 

academic potential. Congratulations Jacko. 

6D – Jonathan S - a warm welcome to Jonathan who has    

already made many new friends and settled easily into Year 6.  

Well done! 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating 

their birthday over the next week.  We hope you have a lovely 

day. 

 NAME BIRTHDAY 

Juliette G 18 July 

William H 19 July 

Hannah D 19 July 

Lenny A 20 July 

Zali B 20 July 

Max K 22 July 

Grace M 22 July 

Remi M 23 July 

Tommy M 24 July 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

Stay well this winter and help stop the spread of flu  

You never forget the flu, it can hit quickly and last for weeks, 

meaning time off work or school and staying away from family 

and friends. That’s why Patterson Lakes Primary School are 

encouraging all our students and staff to stay well this winter 

and help stop the spread of flu.  

 

The flu isn’t like the common cold.  It is a highly contagious 

viral infection that can cause severe illness and life-

threatening complications, including pneumonia.  The flu 

doesn’t discriminate, and anyone can be affected, but for 

some of our more vulnerable Victorians, like children, the  

elderly, pregnant women, Aboriginal Victorians and people 

with a chronic    medical condition such as asthma or heart 

disease, the flu can have serious and devastating outcomes.  

 

That’s why it’s so important everyone in the community plays 

their part in helping stop the spread of flu.  It’s as easy as 

following three steps: cough or sneeze into your elbow, wash 

your hands regularly and if you’re sick, avoid going to work or 

school, visiting vulnerable people or busy public places. 

 

If you don’t have a tissue handy and you feel a sneeze or 

cough coming on, cough into your elbow. It stops your hands 

getting covered in the flu virus and so will help stop the 

spread of those nasty germs.  If you do use a tissue, make 

sure you dispose of it into a bin nearby and then wash your 

hands thoroughly.  

 

Our hands are one of the top spreaders of germs and viruses. 

Washing your hands thoroughly with soap and water at     

regular intervals throughout the day is a quick and easy way 

to help stop the spread of the flu. 

 

Most adults are contagious around 3–5 days from when the 

first symptoms appear, and up to 7 days in younger children, 

so the best way to avoid spreading the flu is to stay at home 

while you are unwell.  Avoid going to work or school or visiting 

busy public places and vulnerable individuals, such as the 

elderly.  

 

If you do get the flu, the best things you can do to look after 

yourself are to rest, stay at home and drink plenty of fluids. If 

you do need to see a GP for your symptoms, make sure you 

call ahead first so they can make sure there’s no one in an   

at-risk group around when you have your appointment. 

 

For some people, taking antiviral medication early in the    

illness can help lessen the effects of flu and help them      

recover faster. Speak to your GP about whether you might 

need to take antiviral medication, especially if you’re in an     

at-risk group. 

 

And if you haven’t had your flu shot yet, it’s not too late. The 

flu shot is still available from GPs, pharmacies and community 

immunisation sessions.  

 

For more information visit  www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/flu  

  

TIPS TO STAY WELL THIS WINTER 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/flu




Get involved in the School Banking   
program. 
 

Patterson Lakes is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank 
School Banking program to all students. 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians 

to learn about money and develop good savings habits.  Children who       

deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn 

Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 

 

The rewards available during 2019 are: 

 Scented Stackable Highlighters  

 Snowy Origami Set                  

 Icicle Slapband Ruler  

 Yeti Fluffy Notepad  

 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring 

 Scratch Art Cards 

 Water Skimming Bounce Ball  

 Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers 

 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers Contribution of $5 

for every 10 deposits processed per student, as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on the number of 

students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 

 

Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You 

can open an account for your child in one of two ways:   

 

1. Online 

Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  

 

2. In branch 

Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth 

certificate. 

 

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight away. They 

just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites deposit wallet.  

 

School Banking day is Wednesday. Each week you need to hand your books to your teacher. 
 

If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2019 School Banking program information 

pack from the school office or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

http://commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
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COMMUNITY NEWS LUNCH ORDERS 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Orders are available online Thursday’s and Friday’s.    

How do I set up an account to order online: 

Go to:  www.munchmonitor.com 

Click LOGIN then REGISTER 

Enter School Id:  plps and Password: munch3197 

Then follow the 4 easy steps to create your account: 

STEP 1:  Create a Parent Profile by entering information 

about yourself. 

STEP 2:  Add your Students to your account. 

STEP 3:  Transfer money to your account by clicking the 

Account Top-up button 

STEP 4:  Click MY ORDERS and you ’re ready to Order    

lunches! 

Orders can be cancelled on the day as late as 8.30am and 

should you have any concerns with your lunch order, please 

call Bellbrook Catering direct on 9796 5888. 


