Understanding Parent Payment Categories

Schools What does the legislation say?

The Education and Training Reform Act (2006) provides for free instruction in the standard curriculum
program to all students in government schools. The Act also empowers school councils to charge fees to

parents for goods and services provided by the school to a child.

In the Act, a ‘Parent’ includes a guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for a child including parental
responsibility under the Commenweaith Family Law Act 1975 and any person with whom a child normally or regularly resides.

What do schools pay for as part of ‘free instruction’?

Free instruction is the teaching staff, administration and the provision of facilities in connection with the
instruction of the standard curriculum program, including reasonable adjustments for students with
disabilities.

The standard curriculum for Years F-10 means implementation of the Victorian Curricutum F-10.

‘ia The standard curriculum for senior secondary schools means a program that enables a student to be

awarded a VCE or VCAL qualification.

What principles govern parent payment practice?

Educational Value | Access, Equity & inciusion | Affordability
Engagement & Support | Respect & Confidentiality | Transparency & Accountability
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